
 

As a 5-county region, the 17 school districts and 3 CTEs that make up the Central Susquehanna Intermediate 

Unit (CSIU) have partnered with experts from Geisinger Medical Center and Evangelical Community Hospital 

to use local and global research and best practices, along with the most current recommendations from the 

CDC and PDE to create a regional plan to reopen schools for our 37,000 students and 4,000 educational staff 

members. The collaboration between the medical and educational communities will be ongoing throughout the 

duration of this global pandemic to inform shifts in the virus, as well as emerging medical trends. As a unified 

region we are committed to the shared community responsibility of keeping our students and staff as safe as 

possible, while providing the highest quality education possible for our students and families in person and 

through virtual learning tools.  

 

Districts will reopen their doors to their Pre-K to 12 student and staff populations as dictated by their 

individual 2020-21 school year calendars. The following are the foundational principles that our region has 

agreed to in reopening schools for the 2020-21 academic year. Individual districts will post PDE Health and 

Safety Plans on their websites--based on these foundational principles--which will include additional, district-

specific, processes and procedures.  

 

Foundations of the CSIU Regional Reopening Schools Plan 

 

Health officials have confirmed that the #1 most effective way to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 is to screen 

individuals in order to maintain the separation of sick or symptomatic individuals from healthy individuals. 

Screenings have become very predictive and include answering a series of questions and checking a person’s 

temperature. We believe that as a community, multiple layers of screening is an essential strategy in mitigating 

the spread of Covid-19 and reopening schools.  

● Medical professionals have emphasized the need for communities to share screening responsibilities. 

As it would be a challenge for districts to screen every child and staff member entering the building 

every day, districts and healthcare providers will work together to educate and support parents and 

guardians to conduct screenings at home each morning to the best of their ability before sending 

students to school. Toolkits and supports are currently being created by hospitals and districts to assist 

our community and schools with this undertaking. 

● Districts will encourage anyone feeling ill to stay home, and look to flexible attendance policies for 

students and staff. If students or staff members are identified as symptomatic while in school, they will 

be isolated to the best of a school's ability until they can be picked up or return home.  

● Each district will work with healthcare professionals and families on a case by case basis to determine 

what steps are required if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19. Districts will follow 

Contact Tracing Guidance provided by the PA Department of Health.  

 

Once screening has occurred, health officials agree that the most effective strategies to mitigate the spread of 

COVID-19 are physical distancing, frequent handwashing, and wearing face coverings. While each school 

facility will differ, districts are committing to the following: 

● Physical distancing:  Schools will modify classroom seating arrangements, mobility throughout 

buildings, lunch procedures, the sharing of materials, and group activities to maintain the greatest 

amount of social distancing that school spaces allow.  

○ Transportation remains the most difficult place to physically distance students. At the 

recommendation of PDE, the CDC, and the PA DoH, districts (per the Governor's order) will 

mandate the wearing of face coverings on school buses and provide instructions for dropping off 

and picking up students being transported by families to reduce student volume on buses.  

● Frequent and effective hand washing / sanitizing: Students and staff will be trained in the most effective 

hand washing and disinfecting strategies. Hand washing will be encouraged after coming into contact 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Contact-Tracing.aspx#:~:text=What%20is%20Contact%20Tracing%3F,of%20the%20person's%20isolation%20period).


 

with another person, sharing materials, touching the face, sneezing or coughing, eating a meal, and/or 

after major transitions. The effectiveness of this strategy cannot be underestimated.  

● At this time, Governor Wolfe has enacted a Universal Face Covering Order. Wearing a face covering 

protects others by containing an individual’s fluids and staving the spread of germs. Health care 

professionals, the CDC, and PDE Guidance reinforce that face coverings are a key strategy for 

mitigating the spread of COVID-19. Districts will continue to monitor mandates and guidance as it is 

released related to the wearing of face coverings.   

 

Planning during a Global Pandemic requires flexibility, contingency plans, and excellent communication.  While 

our region prepares to welcome back our students and staff in person in August, as supported by the American 

Academy of Pediatrics, we could experience an increase in COVID-19 cases before then or throughout the 

year, which result in pockets of self-quarantines or total school closures. We also acknowledge that certain 

populations may not be ready to return to school in the fall, and want to support these students with flexible, in-

district virtual options. Therefore, as a region, we feel that each district must be prepared with a range of 

options to support flexible learning under any circumstance.  

● Each district will have a virtual learning option for students to attend full-time from the start of the school 

year as an alternative to returning to brick and mortar school. Check district websites for more 

information. 

● Each district will professionally develop teachers to strengthen virtual teaching practices and tools. 

● Each district will be prepared to utilize partial or total virtual environments with their brick and mortar 

students, allowing districts to adapt to pandemic changes.    

 

 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/20200701-SOH-Universal-Face-Coverings-Order.pdf
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/

